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Position Univ-Prof. and Chair 

Children 1 son, 1 daughter (1993, 1999)  
  
Academic education 
1985-1991 Medical School, Universities of Heidelberg, Germany; Guy´s 

 Hospital, London, UK; Louisville, Kentucky, USA 

 

Advanced Professional Degrees 
1992 Dissertation (Dr. med.), Institute of Physiology, University of 

Heidelberg, Germany (with Prof. Dr. Dr. M. Steinhausen)  

1996 Habilitation in Physiology, Medical Faculty of the University of  

 Tübingen, Germany (with Prof. Dr. Dr. F. Lang) 

1999 Extension of the Habilitation in Immunology, University of Tübingen, 

Germany (with Prof. Dr. H.J. Rammensee) 

 
Positions 

1992-1994  Postdoctoral Fellow, La Jolla Institute for Allergy and 

 Immunology, La Jolla, California, USA 

March 1994 Guest Scientist, Dept. of Microbiology, Ohio State University, 

Columbus, Ohio, USA 

1994-2000  Research Scientist (C1) and Assistant Professor (C2), Institute for 

 Physiology, University of Tübingen, Germany  

2000-2002 Associate Professor, Department of Immunology, St. Jude Children´s 

Research Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, USA 

Since Dec. 2001 Full Professor and Acting Chair (C4), Department of Molecular  

 Biology, University of Duisburg-Essen, Essen, Germany 



2011-2021  Adjunct Professor, Dept. of Surgery, University of Cincinnati, Ohio, 

USA 

 

 

Stipends and awards 

Since 1986  Member of the German National Scholarship Foundation   

1991  Travel Award from the International Society of Microcirculation 

1991  Award from the German Nephrology Society 

1992-1994 Fellowship, BASF-AG and German National Scholarship Foundation 

1994 Fellowship from the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 

 

1994  Sandoz Prize for Young Investigators 

1999  Du-Bois-Reymond Award, German Physiological Society 

Since 2011  Member of the National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina 

2014  Annika Liese Award on Major Depression 

2015  Eva and Klaus Grohe Award on Infectious Biology of the Berlin-

Brandenburg Academy of Sciences  

 

2007-2013  Speaker/Coordinator of the DFG Special Research Program 1267 

 “Sphingolipids  – Signals and Disease” 

2014-2020 Vice-Speaker of the DFG Research Group 2123 "Sphingolipid 

dynamics in infection control" 

2015-2021  Speaker of the DFG-Graduate School 2098 “Biomedicine of the acid 

sphingomyelinase/acid ceramidase system“ 

 
Professional activities 
Since 1994  AAAS-Member 

Since 1997  Member of the German Society for Physiology  

Since 1998  Member of the American Association of Immunologists 

Since 1998  Member of the American Society for Microbiology 

Since 2002  Member of the American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular 

Biology 

Since 2011  Member of the German Society for Microbiology 

Since 2011  Member of the American Chemical Society 

Since 2013  Member of the International Society of Neurochemistry 



2012/14/16/18 Chair/Vice-Chair of the International Meeting "Molecular Medicine of 

Sphingolipids" in Israel (2012/18), Germany (2014), USA (2016)  

2002-2019  Associate Editor of the Journal "Cellular Physiology and Biochemistry" 

2006 to 2013  Associate Editor of the "Journal of Cystic Fibrosis" 

2006 to 2013  Member of the Faculty Committee of the Medical Faculty, University of 

Duisburg-Essen 

2010-2014  Editor, “PlosOne” 

2015-2019  Associate Editor of the Journal "Neurosignals" 

Since 2019  Editor of the Journal "Cellular Physiology and Biochemistry" 

Since 2019  Editor of the "Neurosignals" 
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