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Since 2000 the adult education and training policy in Portugal has known
seveeral developments which have shown a policy based on specific aims,
innovative forms of provision, different learners joining new local adult
learning and education centres. Having the lifelong learning mandate from
the European Union as a central pillar and the reconversion of the
Portuguese economy within globalisation as an essential feature the
referred developments reveal however an ambivalent policy dynamic.

Considering changes occurred in the last two decades, a critical review on the
adult education and training is fostered in this public lecture by
centering the discussion on the human resources management priorities that
this policy stresses and the emancipatory, social and individual
development aims it neglects.
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