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Agenda & Aims  

 

 

άtƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ς as a specific form of relationality 
ς foregrounds the situatedness of an individual 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǘǊƛȄέ 

Bergmann/Balestrini Σ άLƴǘŜǊƳŜŘƛŀƭƛǘȅΣ [ƛŦŜ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ,  

and American Studies: ! .ǊƛŜŦ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴέ 2 
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Part 1: Basic Information and 
Food for thought  
 
 
 
 
 

Part 3: Donoghue and Okorie: 
Recognition, Encounters and 
New Communities 
 

Part 2:  The Distribution of the 
Sensible and Strange 
Encounters: Concepts, Life 
Writing and Short Fiction 
 



Agenda & Aims  

Participants have gained an idea of how encounters 
and a new politics of representation (= a re-
distribution of the sensible) can decentre whiteness 
and contribute to more inclusive community-
building. 
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By ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 5ƻƴƻƎƘǳŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ hƪƻǊƛŜΩǎ stories and essays 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴǎ ƻŦ !ƘƳŜŘΩǎ ŀƴŘ wŀƴŎƛŝǊŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎΣ 
ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ Ƙƻǿ άǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ encountersέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
short fiction and forms of life writing can give rise to 
subjectivization, recognition and new communities 
based on shared experience. 
 

 
Part 1: Basic Information and 
Food for thought  
 
 
 
 
 

Part 3: Donoghue and Okorie: 
Recognition, Encounters and 
New Communities 
 

Part 2:  The Distribution of the 
Sensible and Strange 
Encounters: Concepts, Life 
Writing and Short Fiction 
 



Ψ.ƭŀŎƪƴŜǎǎΩ ς The Commitments 

 

The Commitments (1991) 

 

"Your music should be abou' here you're from and the sort 

of people yeh come from - Say it once, say it loud, I'm black 

and I'm proud." They looked at him - James Brown. They 

were stunned by what came next. "The Irish are the niggers 

of Europe, lads." They nearly gasped it was so true. "An' 

Dubliners are the n****** of Ireland . . . An' the northside 

Dubliners are the  n******  of Dublin - Say it loud, I'm black 

and I'm proud."  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_e9WDfg2idk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_e9WDfg2idk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_e9WDfg2idk


άLƴ мфутΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ¢ǊƻǳōƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘΣ ƭƻƴƎ ǇƻǎƛǘŜŘ ōȅ 

some as an anti-Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǿŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎΣ wŀōōƛǘǘŜΩǎ 

statement had a particular resonance. It captured the confused ethnic identity 

of the Irish throughout the 19th and 20th centuries as well as framed their 

contemporary underprivileged status in a metaphor that was immediately 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎκŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΦ ά/ŜƭǘƛŎ CalibansΣέ 

ά.ƭŀŎƪ LǊƛǎƘΣέ ά{ƛƳƛŀƴǎΣέ άtŀŘŘƛŜǎΣέ άǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΥέ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƭǳǊǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

the Irish recall a colonial history of violence that positioned them as an inferior 

race vis-à-vis the British, yet also positioned the Irish as frequent collaborators in 

the work of Empire in India and other outposts. Thus, the contradictions and 

immediate emotional appeal contained within Jimmy wŀōƛǘǘŜΩǎ assertion indexes 

an Irish history of engagement with race, ethnicity and power that is far from 

ǎƛƳǇƭŜΦέ 
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aŎLǾƻǊΣ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜΣ άIΩƳ .ƭŀŎƪ ŀƴΩ LΩƳ tǊƻǳŘέΥ wǳǘƘ Negga, Breakfast on Pluto, and Invisible Irelandsά 

https://ivc.lib.rochester.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/cmcivor.pdf 

 



The Celtic Tiger 

economic boom in the Republic of Ireland 

(1995-2008, two phases) 

  

period of rapid economic and cultural changes 

 

rupture & turning point 

 

2008: world financial crisis 
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Kipper Williams, The Guardian 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/cartoon/2010/sep/30/banking-ireland


The Celtic Tiger 

 

towards ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ϧ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴΩ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΚ 

άIreland was effectively transformed from a premodern, peasant rural 

community to a postmodern, high-ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǳǊōŀƴƛǎŜŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅέ 
Kuhling/Keohane, Cosmopolitan Ireland  

 

ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ άŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦΣ ƻǊ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ŦǊƻƳΣ LǊƛǎƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅέ  
.ǳŎƘŀƴŀƴΣ WŀǎƻƴΦ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ Century: Globalization and  LŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛƴ 5ŜŎƭŀƴ IǳƎƘŜǎΩǎ ShiverΦέ 

(303)  

 

establishing  whiteness as hegemonic frame? 

from emigration to immigration country? 

amnesia of experience of oppression/ of emigration (Christa de Brun) 
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Figure 1. Immigration, 
Emigration and Net 
Migration in Ireland, 1987 
to 2008  
 
 
Note: Immigrants are 
defined as individuals who 
are usual residents of 
Ireland who did not usually 
live in the country on April 
30 of the previous year. 
 
Source: Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), Dublin. 
Ruhs, Martin/Quinn, Emma. 
άLǊŜƭŀƴŘΥ CǊƻƳ wŀǇƛŘ 
LƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ wŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦέ 
2009 
https://www.migrationpolic
y.org/article/ireland-rapid-
immigration-recession/  

   
see also: Ruhs, 
Martin/Quinn, Emma. 
άLǊŜƭŀƴŘΥ CǊƻƳ wŀǇƛŘ 
LƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ wŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦέ 
(2009) 

  

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/ireland-rapid-immigration-recession/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/ireland-rapid-immigration-recession/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/ireland-rapid-immigration-recession/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/ireland-rapid-immigration-recession/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/ireland-rapid-immigration-recession/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/ireland-rapid-immigration-recession/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/ireland-rapid-immigration-recession/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/ireland-rapid-immigration-recession/
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ά5ƛǊŜŎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ 
accommodation, food, money and medical services 

you get while your international protection 
application is being assessed or while you are an 
ŀǎȅƭǳƳ ǎŜŜƪŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 

(https://www.citizensinformation.ie/e) 



Agenda & Aims  

Participants have gained an idea of how encounters 
and a new politics of representation (= a re-
distribution of the sensible) can decentre whiteness 
and contribute to more inclusive community-
building. 
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By ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 5ƻƴƻƎƘǳŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ hƪƻǊƛŜΩǎ stories and essays 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴǎ ƻŦ !ƘƳŜŘΩǎ ŀƴŘ wŀƴŎƛŝǊŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎΣ 
ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ Ƙƻǿ άǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ encountersέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
short fiction and forms of life writing can give rise to 
subjectivization, recognition and new communities 
based on shared experience. 
 

 
Part 1: Basic Information and 
Food for thought  
 
 
 
 
 

Part 3: Donoghue and Okorie: 
Recognition, Encounters and 
New Communities 
 

Part 2:  The Distribution of the 
Sensible and Strange 
Encounters: Concepts, Life 
Writing and Short Fiction 
 



Melatu Uche Okorie: This Hostel Life 

opera adaptation 

 

What did they want to achieve? How? 

What effect could this opera have on its audience? 

Å immersive experience 

Å claustrophobic encounter 

Å Okorie: shift focus from DP as a place to the behaviour of 

ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ όƘƻǿ Řƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǇŜŀƪΣ ŀŎǘΣ ǘƘƛƴƪΧύ 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ijplq8m8uDQ


Melatu Uche Okorie: This Hostel Life 

opera adaptation 

 

What did they want to achieve? How? 

What effect could this opera have on its audience? 

Å immersive experience 

Å claustrophobic encounter 

Å Okorie: shift focus from DP as a place to the behaviour of 

ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ όƘƻǿ Řƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǇŜŀƪΣ ŀŎǘΣ ǘƘƛƴƪΧύ 
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άThrough strange encounters, the figure of 

ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊΩ ƛǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ, not as that which 

we fail to recognise, but as that which we 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ Ψŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊΩ. In the 

gesture of recognising the one that we do not 

ƪƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ΨǳǎΩΣ ǿŜ 

flesh out the beyond, and give it a face and 

formΦέ όоύ 

 

άL would argue, in contrast, that we need to 

understand how identity is established 

through strange encounters without 

producing a universe of strangersΦέ όсύ 

 
άǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ the stranger is an effect of processes of inclusion and exclusion, 
or incorporation and expulsion, that constitute the boundaries of bodies and communities, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ όŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭύΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŜǇƛǎǘŜƳƛŎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ όсύ 
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άƳŀǘǊƛȄ ƻŦ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
feeling that defines, a priori, 
which social groups are visible 
and which are invisible, which 
are assumed to possess the 
capacity for rational speech and 
which [are assumed to be 
merely able] to express 
ƛƴŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘέ (Lane) 
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/ŀƭŘǿŜƭƭΣ [ǳŎȅΦ άLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦέ Being Various. 3 

What makes a writer Irish? is the question 

that has enervated and energised me for 

ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜΦ όΧύ Who is 

more Irish: a writer born in Ireland who 

moves and stays away, or a writer born 

ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ όΧύΦ ! 

writer born outside of Ireland to parents 

who keep it alive through songs, St 

tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜ 

hours to watch the rugby? A writer born to 

parents from elsewhere, who constantly 

Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ΨbƻΣ 

but where are you really ŦǊƻƳΚΩέ 
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άhƪƻǊƛŜΨǎ work shines a light onto issues 
that for far too long have been swept 
under the carpetΦ LǊƛǎƘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 
to comdemn, institutionalise, and 
castigate persons due to differences is 
ever present in 2018. Ireland for 
generations has been a country of 
emigration. The experience of the 
migrant has been told in word and 
verse; the mythical Irish emigrant pining 
for home, or getting along with life in 
the new-ŦƻǳƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ όΧύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
ΨǿƘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ LǊƛǎƘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ 
ό¢ƘƻǊƴǘƻƴΣ ά!ǎȅƭǳƳ Seekers and 
wŜŦǳƎŜŜǎέ тфύ 
 



national identities 

inclusion, exclusion, feeling 

of belonging 

 

ΨŜǘƘƴƛŎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŎƛǾƛŎΩ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ 

of nationhood 

 
²ǊƛƎƘǘΣ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΦ ά5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ 

Community: Immigrant Diversity and 

/ƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ LŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦέ όнлммύ.   
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Reactions to Immigration 
 

2004 citizenship referendum  

 

79% of the Irish in favour of a definition of 

citizenship that is determined by ancestry 

όΨŜǘƘƴƛŎΩ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴƘƻƻŘύ 

 

Direct Provision 

 

criminalisation/poverty / strangeness of 

Afro-Irish bodies enforced by DP  

Martín-Ruiz, ά[ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ and Dissidence 

under Direct tǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴέ  
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https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/moving_country/asylum_seekers_and_refugees/services_for_asylum_seekers_in_ireland/direct_provision.html
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άǿŜ can think of reading as a meeting between reader and 

text. In this context, to talk of encounters as constitutive of 

identity (that which makes a given thing a thing) is to suggest 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳŀǊŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ 

ƻƴŜΩΥ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

inside or outside the text, in the determination of the text as 

ǎǳŎƘΦέ  

Ahmed, Strange Encounters 7 
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άDǳŜǎǎ ²ƘƻΩǎ 

Coming for the 

5ƛƴƴŜǊέ 

άрт ҈ LǊƛǎƘέ 

άbŜǿ .ƻȅέ 

 

Ryan, short fiction 

ά[ƻƴƎ tǳŎƪέ 

ά9ǾŜƭƛƴŜέ 

novel From a Low and Quiet Sea 

hybrid short fiction 

transnational literature 

ΨCounting the 5ŀȅǎά 

 

Cultural and Literary Dimensions and Representations 



Life Writing 

άŀ range of writings about lives or parts of lives, or 

which provide materials out of which lives or parts of 

lives are composed. These writings include not only 

memoir, autobiography, biography, diaries, 

autobiographical fiction, and biographical fiction, but 

also letters, writs, wills, written anecdotes, 

depositions, court proceedings, . . . marginalia, nonce 

writings, lyric poems, scientific and historical writings, 

and digital ŦƻǊƳǎέ  

 

Leader, On Life-Writing 1 
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άLǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ άƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎΣέ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀŘΣ 
as Mulhall points out, to racialization, dehumanization, and 
ghettoization of authors. Indeed, the categorization can minimize the 
crucial role such authors play in modern Irish literature and 
misleadingly suggest that migrant writers are somehow peripheral to 
ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ ŎŀƴƻƴΦέ 

/ƘŀǘǘƻǇŀŘƘȅŀȅΣ άLƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Contemporary Irish literature in Post-Celtic ¢ƛƎŜǊ LǊŜƭŀƴŘέΣ нлнм 
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Fighting with Words & Front Line 
Defenders Publishing 
 
https:// www.fightingwords.ie/pub
lications/yes-we-still-drink-coffee 
 
 


