Wine played an important role in many ancient
cultures. The complex processes of wine-making
were known and practiced in several regions of the
ancient Near East.

Often wine was considered as a prestigious luxury
product, to be consumed by the royal family and the
elites at court. The prestige of the beverage wine and
the economic importance of viticulture transcended
the spheres of production and consumption, entering
the realm of religious and ideological concepts. Here,
the grapevine and its main product, wine, acquired
special significance as symbols of abundance, well-
being, regeneration and immortality.

The aim of the conference 'Viticulture and Wine in
Hittite Anatolia and Its Ancient Near Eastern Context'
is to bring together scholars from diverse disciplines
(archaeologists, historians, linguists, palaeobotanists
and philologists) to assess the progress achieved in
the fields of the viticulture and viniculture among
the Hittites and other ancient Near Eastern cultures.
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Location

The conference will be held in the rooms of the Ancient Near Eastern Studies
section of the Department of Ancient Cultures of Wiirzburg University located
in the Wiirzburg Residenz.
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There is no participation fee. However, as the talks will take place in a mid-size
classroom in the library, informal prior registration is required.
(email Ms Ursula Kraft: l-altorientalistik@uni-wuerzburg.de)
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Sponsor

The conference is funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) and
by the Lehrstuhl fiir Altorientalistik, Universitdt Wiirzburg.
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