
ϩⲟⲓⲛⲉ ⲛ̅ϩⲟ ⲙ̅ⲙⲟⲩⲓ ⲉⲣⲉϩⲉⲛϩⲱⲕ ⲙ̅ⲡⲉⲛⲓⲡⲉ ⲉⲩⲙⲟⲩϩ 
ⲛ̅ⲕⲱϩ̅ⲧ̅ ⲧⲟ ϩⲓⲱⲟⲩ ‧ ⲉⲣⲉϩⲉⲛⲥⲏϥⲉ ⲛ̅ⲕⲱⲛⲥ̅ ϩⲛ̅ 
ⲛⲉⲩϭⲓϫ ‧ ϩⲟⲓⲛⲉ ⲛ̅ϩⲟ ⲙ̅ⲙⲁⲥⲉ ⲉ̅ⲣⲉϩⲉⲛϭⲓϫ ⲙ̅ⲙⲟⲟⲩ 
ⲛ̅ⲑⲉ ⲛ̅ⲛⲉⲓⲣⲱⲙⲉ ‧ ⲉⲣⲉϩⲉⲛⲛⲟϭ ⲛ̅ⲧⲁⲡ ⲛ̅ⲕⲱϩⲧ̅ 
ϩⲓϫⲛ̅ ⲛⲉⲩⲁⲡⲏⲩⲉ : ⲉⲣⲉϩⲉⲛⲙⲉⲣⲉϩ ⲛ̅ⲧⲟⲟⲧⲟⲩ 
ⲉⲩⲕⲱⲛⲥ̅ ⲛⲛⲉⲩⲯⲩⲭⲟⲟⲩⲉ ⲛ̅ⲛ̅ⲣⲉϥⲣ̅ ⲛⲟⲃⲉ ⲛ̅ϩⲏⲧⲟⲩ 
‧ ϩⲟⲓⲛⲉ ⲛ̅ϩⲟ ⲛ̅ⲁⲣⲝ̅ ⲉⲣⲉⲛⲉⲩⲃⲁⲗ ⲛⲉϫ ⲕⲱϩⲧ̅ ⲉⲃⲟⲗ 
ⲉ ⲡⲉϥⲧⲟⲩ ⲥⲁ ⲉⲣⲉ ⲧⲟⲣⲅⲏ ϣⲟⲟⲡ ϩⲙ̅ ⲡⲉⲩϩⲟ ⲉⲣⲉ 
ϩⲉⲛⲛⲟⲱ ⲛⲧⲟϭ ⲙ̅ⲡⲉⲛⲓⲡⲉ ⲛ̅ⲧⲟⲟⲧⲟⲩ ϩⲟⲓⲛⲉ ⲛ̅ϩⲟ 
ⲙ̅ⲙⲟⲩⲓ ⲉⲣⲉϩⲉⲛϩⲱⲕ ⲙ̅ⲡⲉⲛⲓⲡⲉ ⲉⲩⲙⲟⲩϩ ⲛ̅ⲕⲱϩ̅ⲧ̅ 
ⲧⲟ ϩⲓⲱⲟⲩ ‧ ⲉⲣⲉϩⲉⲛⲥⲏϥⲉ ⲛ̅ⲕⲱⲛⲥ̅ ϩⲛ̅ ⲛⲉⲩϭⲓϫ 
‧ ϩⲟⲓⲛⲉ ⲛ̅ϩⲟ ⲙ̅ⲙⲁⲥⲉ ⲉ̅ⲣⲉϩⲉⲛϭⲓϫ ⲙ̅ⲙⲟⲟⲩ ⲛ̅ⲑⲉ 
ⲛ̅ⲛⲉⲓⲣⲱⲙⲉ ‧ ⲉⲣⲉϩⲉⲛⲛⲟϭ ⲛ̅ⲧⲁⲡ ⲛ̅ⲕⲱϩⲧ̅ ϩⲓϫⲛ̅ 

Image © Grif  th Institute Archive

Jacques van der vliet is currently Jozef M.A. Janssen-professor of Religions of Ancient Egypt at the Faculty of Philosophy, Theology 
& Religious Studies at the Radboud University Nijmegen, affiliated researcher at the Institute for Area Studies of the Leiden University, 
visiting research fellow of the The Netherlands Institute for the Near East (NINO) in Leiden and staff member at the Institute for Eastern 
Christian Studies at Radboud University Nijmegen. Jacques van der Vliet was president of the IACS between 2012 and 2016. Among his 
research interests are Coptic texts from the first millennium in their cultural context, with a focus on gnostic and apocryphal texts, magic, 
papyrology and epigraphy, including that of Christian Nubia.

The Apocalypse of Paul or Visio Pauli (CANT 325) is one of 
the most fascinating and influential apocryphal texts from 
Late Antiquity. Translated into practically all languages of 
the Christian world, it profoundly shaped the medieval 
imagination of Heaven and Hell, up to and including 
Dante’s Divina Commedia. In the study of its textual 
transmission, the Sahidic Coptic version was generally 
neglected, due to a disastrous editorial history. Only 
in 2007, Lautaro Roig Lanzillotta (University of 
Groningen) was able to demonstrate both the excellent 

quality and the great interest of the principal Coptic 
witness. Yet, this very version poses considerable text-

critical problems. The lecture sketches these problems and 
invites the audience to reflect about possible solutions.
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