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Egypt has been considered as centre of magic. The Babylonian Tal-
mud claims that 10 shares of magic came down to earth, and Egypt 
took nine of them. The Egyptian magical practice is rooted in anti-
quity, and neither Christianity nor Islam could stop the traditions.
Living in a village near Edfu, the speaker is a pharmacist with wide 
ranging historical interests. He is eye witness of magical practices 
for healing purposes. Thus, he can report on living magic in rural 
Upper Egypt for which not much research has been done so far. 
The talk will be a unique opportunity to get ethnographic insights 
into magical practice in present day Upper Egypt. In addition, he 
has reflected on possible roots in the Egyptian concept of human 
beings and will present his ideas.
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