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Der Lehrstuhl für Indologie lädt ein zu dem Blockseminar 

India's 2014 General Elections: Generation Next? 
von Dr. Jivanta Schöttli 

The 2014 general elections in India are currently generating heated debates and 
dramatic headlines. Narendra Modi, the Bharatiya Janata Party’s Prime Ministerial 
candidate is seen by some to be a danger to India’s democracy and secularism. For 
others he symbolises the hope of a politician who can deliver development, economic 
growth and action against corruption. 

India’s 2014 general elections will be a historical event and is an enormous logistical 
operation for the world’s largest democracy. With more than 800 million eligible to 
vote, turnout is expected to be the largest ever. It is projected that the party heading the 
governing coalition, the Indian National Congress, will receive its worst electoral results 
since it led the country to independence in 1947.  

In the first workshop the focus will be on the voter and the fact that, unlike in Western 
democracies, the largest turnout in India is amongst the poorer and less educated. We 
will discuss the implications for election campaigning and the common view that people 
vote along caste lines. We will also examine regional variations, the urban-rural 
difference and whether the youth vote, an estimated 120 million of the electorate could 
be first-time voters, made an impact.  

A second workshop will examine the Bharatiya Janata Party, the reasons for its rise, the 
current wave of expectations that it is riding and the fear it induces due to its ideological 
roots in “Hindu Nationalism”. In conclusion we will discuss the performance of new 
entrants like the Common Man Party and Rahul Gandhi, ‘crown prince’ of the Nehru-
Gandhi dynasty and Vice President of the Congress party. 

 

Termin nach Absprache, vermutlich in der letzten Juniwoche 
Ort/Raum  wird über SB@home (Veranstaltungsnr.: 0402239) bekannt gegeben 
Anmeldung  bitte bis 23.05.2014 bei lisa-marie.reuter@uni-wuerzburg.de  

Die Veranstaltung ist anrechenbar auf das BA-Modul „Die politische Entwicklung Indiens“ (04-IB36-1). 
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